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Eric Lang {feft said be is “constangly trying 1o repay” thoss whio haws supported him. Jobn Earles,
stnie bar admissions directon, said the time it can take to retum keeps mary ewyens out for good.

Sanctioned Lawyers’
Road to Redemption
Isa‘LargeHurdle’

CEDRA MAYFELD | cmaydield@aim.com

LIFE AFTER ATtorney disciplinzcan
be downright daunting.

For starters, the road to redemption
is often an uphill battle with strict con-
ditions for reinstatement spelled out
and assessed by the Supreme Court of
Ceorpia’s Fitness Board.

Add in terms of reguirements,
maonths can turn into years before an
ousted attorney can apply for readmis-
sion Lo the State Bar of Georgin.

Earning a welcome back to the
practice of law can be difficult, but its
doable.

“You should never consider your
post-reinstatement life as a victory lap,”
said Eric Lang of Lang Lepal in Atlan-
Lo “Your past is in the rearview mirror,
but you can still see it. And it reminds
you what wou owe others and what kind
af attorney you need 1o be.”

I1's been six years since the Supreme
Court of Georgia reinstated and the

See REDEMPTION, page 4
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REDEMPTION, from page 1
State Bar of Georgia readmitted Lang o
the practice of law in the Peach State.

Lang had to sit on the sidelines for two
years after being suspended for trust fund
violations and client communication issues
beginning in 2013.

“Druring my suspension and my return,
my family, my friends, my professional col-
leagues and the Supreme Court Jof Geor-
wia] and the [Stale Bar of Georgia] put a
wreal deal of faith in me,” Lang said. “Con-
stantly trying Lo repay their faith is both an
haonor and a challenge.”

As g mental health advocate candid
about his own strugales that led o a sui-
cide attempt in 2012, Lang linked mental
health as a mitigating factor in attormey
discipline. He drafled a paper examining
the role mental health played in a series of
other atiorneys disciplinary measures and
OULCOmEs.

Inan agreement signed as part of his rein-
statement, the Supreme Court of Georgia
mandated that, during the first few vears
of Lang’s return to practice, a psycholopist
or psychiatrist must assure bar discipline
authorities of his fitness o practice law
every three months. That stipulation has
since expired.

Work to Get Healthy

“The Supreme Court ol Georgia] pener-
ously reinstated me and conditioned my rein-
stalement not just on the passage of time but
on certification regarding my mental health,”
Lang said. “I had to do the hard work on my
mental health, repardless of the suspension.
The work 1 did o get healhy was the same as
the work Thad to.do to be reinstated.™

Rather than see it wane, Lang said he
received continued support following the
two 12-meonth suspensions that affirmed his
befiefin the poodness of olhers.

“People that were there for me before,
were Lhere for me after and helped me come
back,” Lang saki.

Lang is among a few attorneys who've
returned to the land of the practicing afler
suspensions. Since 2017, just over a dozen
suspended lawvers have had their Georgia
law licenses reinstated.

Much more rarely are attorneys granted
reinstatement afler disharment.

‘Frve Years is Long Enough’
Sapreme Court of Georgia Office of Bar
Admissions director John Earlessaid Part A,
Section 100f the Supreme Court of Georgia’s
CxTice of Bar Admission rules covers read-
mission and reinstalement. The parameters

outlimed illustrate why it can be difficult for
disharred lawyers to pain readmission.

“They have o wail five years Lo apply
for readmission.” Earles said im an email.
“Five years is long enouph thal many peo-
ple cither move on with their life and find
another career or perhaps realize that it
is poing 1o be difficult for them o resume
their law practice.”

The rules also cutline a $3.500 fee dis-
barred attorneys must pay Lo file for read-
mission that Earles said might make some
applicanis more seriously weigh their
likelihood of being granted certification
of fitness.

“The disciplinary matter that led to dis-
barment ... likely creates a barrier o oblain-
ing certification of fitness,” Earles said. “The
applicant will have o convince the Board to
Dietermine Fitness of Bar Applicants that
they have been rehabilitated, and that they
will conduct themsedves with s high degree of
honesty and integrity should they be allowed
o be readmitted to the Bar”

And the hurdles don't stog there.

Disbarred attorneys deemed fit to return
1o practicing law must then be greenlipghted
by the Supreme Court of Georgia, s the
high court makes the final delermination

‘Fairly Large Hurdle’

Oince doubly certified as fit, disbarred
allorneys applying for readmission must
then pass the state bar exam, again.

“That’s likely a fairly larpe hurdle 1o over-
come for someone who has been out of law
school for a while,” Earles said.

Disbarred attorneys, he said, aren’t
eligible to take a one-day Atlorneys'
Exam that includes the Multistate Per-
formance Test and the Georgia essays bul
excludes the multiple choice Multistale
Bar Examination.

“This is not an oplion for applicants on
readmission,” Earles said. “They have to
pass Lhe regular, two-day bar exam.”

That's the challenpe a 73-vear-obd former
Fairburn altorney is now up apainst.

In July. the Supreme Court of Georgia
granied lames Archic Barnett's application
for certification of fitness after a 23-year
law practice hiatus. The high court dis-
barred Barnett in 1998 following four inci-
dents where he failed o render requested
services Lo clients.

Mow the only thing standing between Bar-
nitt and his reinstated law license is his abil-
ity to satisfy the State Bar of Georgia Part B
Board of Bar Examiners rules, including a
pass score on the siate bar exam. 2
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‘Something We Can't
Take for Granted Anymaore'

Muoses said Smith’s petition losocure a do-
extended beyond citing voting
rregularities, like nonresident and double-
voling 1o including an atl Lo disqualify
abseniee ballots containing errors

m Of the challenged

electors, only the ballots of six
doubles and one mover should
be rejected. Those seven ballots
are not sufficient to place the
results of the electionin doubt,
given the nine-vote margin of
victory in this case. Accordingly,
we discermn no error in the trial
court's denial of Smith's
petition to contest the election.”
—Justice Carla Wong McMillian,
Supreme Court of Georgia
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“He attempted o do that in this case and
he and Judge Smith, thankfully, filed,”
Moses said. “The will of the volers was
respected, but thal’s something we can't
rgranied anymaore.”
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